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I. MISSION STATEMENT 

Briercrest College Intramural Hockey (BCIH) is committed to provide safe, no-hit, recreational 

hockey leagues (novice and elite levels) for students and associates of Briercrest College and 

Seminary, Caronport High School, and the surrounding community in order to promote Briercrest 

College’s mission through team-based sport (for more information about the Briercrest College 

and Seminary mission see http://www.briercrest.ca/college/about-briercrest/mission-and-vision/).  

 

II. LEAGUE OFFICIALS  
 A.  Intramural Hockey Director (IHD) – The IHD is responsible to administrate all 

levels of BCIH, which include:  

  i.  Registration. The IHD is responsible to set early and final registration deadlines, 

usually mid- and late-September, respectively. The IHD will communicate with 

the finance department and keep a record of all registrant payments to determine 

which teams qualify to participate in a pre-season tournament to be held in the 

first two weeks of October. Teams that do not have thirteen (13) fully-registered 

players by the late deadline will not be added to the league schedule. Individuals 

who register for a team that does not have a full roster by the late deadline will 

receive a refund of league fees or accept placement on a team with available roster 

space. 

  ii. Advertising. The IHD is responsible to advertise the BCIH leagues in the athletic 

facilities and by means of student government chapels, posters, etc. The IHD is 

encouraged to contact the student government presidential team prior to student 

registration to ensure sufficient communication is provided to students. The IHD 

is also encouraged to send a group mail-out to team captains from the previous 

year or two so that teams based outside Caronport may have the option to register 

with the league. 

  iii. Scheduling. The IHD will produce and distribute a schedule that fulfills the 

following criteria: (a) each team will play twenty (20) regular season games; (b) 

each team will play at least two (2) post-season games. The total number of 

games, as well as the playoff format, will vary from year to year depending on the 

total number of registered teams and will be determined by the Intramural Hockey 

Committee (see section II.D).  

  iv. Administration. The IHD will serve as a voting member on the Intramural 

Hockey Committee (IHC, see section II.D) to rule on written complaints or 

concerns submitted to the league and approved for arbitration. In minor cases, i.e. 

where there is a clear violation of an unambiguous rule, the IHD will enforce the 

league rule as written. However, in cases where there is a complaint that pertains 

to a player or official, the IHC will convene to discuss the issue and render a 

http://www.briercrest.ca/college/about-briercrest/mission-and-vision/


decision based on a majority vote. The IHC may also approve rule changes for the 

following season, though the IHD will retain veto power in all negotiations.  

  v. Record Keeping. The IHD will ensure the proper storage of all league documents, 

especially game sheets, in case any results are challenged by a team or player. The 

IHD will also supervise the Statistics Coordinator (see section II.C), who will 

maintain the league website and update the standings bi-weekly. 

  vi. Payroll. The IHD will submit cheque requests to the Briercrest finance 

department at the end of every month to pay the Intramural Hockey Intern, 

referees, and scorekeepers. Payment will be based on score sheet data, so referees 

whose names do not appear on a game sheet will not be paid unless they contact 

the IHD before the end of the month during which an unrecorded shift was 

worked. 

  vii. Scorekeepers. The IHD is responsible to ensure that scorekeepers are scheduled 

for each game. This may be delegated to a “head scorekeeper” from year to year if 

an interested and eligible person steps forward. 

 B. Intramural Hockey Intern (IHI) – The IHI serves under and reports to the IHD and 

is responsible to recruit, train, and coordinate referees for the novice and elite leagues. 

The IHD may delegate other responsibilities to the IHI as negotiated from year to 

year. The IHI receives an honorarium for his/her service according to the amount set 

annually by the Briercrest College Athletics Department. The IHI must be a Briercrest 

College student enrolled for the fall and winter semesters and is responsible for the 

following: 

  i. Ref Clinics. The IHI will hold a clinic to discuss the BCIH rules and regulations 

and assess the skill level and base pay of each ref. Refs who do not attend this 

session must work twenty (20) games before they become eligible to receive more 

than the base pay for games. 

  ii. Ref Schedule. The IHI will create a ref schedule for both leagues and assign a 

back-up contact to each ref to phone when he or she is unable to work a given 

game. The IHI will provide the IHD with a copy of the ref schedule and phone list, 

which will be stored in the Barkman Arena office and made available to rink staff 

for emergency (no-shows) contact purposes only.  

  iii. IHC Approval. Starting in 2013/14, the IHI must be approved by the Intramural 

Hockey Committee (see section D.ii.b), which will also set the terms of the IHI’s 

internship.  

 C. Statistics Coordinator – The Statistics Coordinator is responsible to enter statistical 

data into a spreadsheet and provide it to the IHD for submission the league website. In 

the event that no one fills this position, player stats may not be offered for a given 

season. Team standings will be maintained regardless.  

 D. Intramural Hockey Committee (IHC) – The IHC provides a voice to players and 

officials (student and community) with respect to league policies, rules, and so on. It 

was introduced in 2013 to develop a stronger recreational hockey program by bringing 

in new people and ideas and spreading out the duties required to operate successfully. 

The IHC will exercise direct influence over many areas of BCIH, but the Briercrest 

Athletics Department (represented by the IHD) reserves the right to veto any IHC 



recommendations that are deemed not in the best interest of the Athletics Department, 

Briercrest College and Seminary, Barkman Arena, or student well-being. 

  i. Elections (Mar). The committee will be selected each spring at a meeting open to 

anyone who has been involved in Briercrest Intramural Hockey (players, officials, 

scorekeepers, etc.). Those interested to serve on the committee will submit their 

names for consideration. If there are multiple candidates for a given position, the 

people in attendance will vote to elect the following year’s representative. Voter 

eligibility is contingent on previous involvement with the league (see above). Each 

elected member (aside from the IHD) will serve a one-year term, but there is no 

limit to the number of terms a person may serve in any capacity.  

  ii. Responsibilities 

a. Meetings (Sept/Jan) – Elected members of the IHC are expected to attend 

meetings scheduled for September (two meetings) and January. Unscheduled 

meetings may also be called in the event that a complaint is filed against a 

player in either league (see section f below).  

b. IHI Appointment (Sept) – The IHC will review applications for the IHI (see 

section II.B) and vote to determine the appointee. The IHC and IHI will then 

negotiate the terms of the IHI’s internship, including goals, expectations, and 

so on. The IHI must be a Briercrest College student enrolled for the fall and 

winter semesters.  

c. League Fees (Sept) – League fees will be set by the IHC before registration 

opens. Fees will be adjusted to meet the budget set by the IHC. The budget 

will cover the following expenses: rental cost per game ($131.25), referee 

and scorekeeper pay (adjustable), Statistics Coordinator pay (if applicable), 

and any other league expense the IHC wishes to budget for. Notes: the IHI 

honorarium is paid by the Briercrest Athletics Department. Because BCIH is 

not-for-profit, the IHC will ensure that, once Barkman Arena’s expenses are 

covered, all remaining funds will be used to pay game officials or upgrade 

equipment used to operate the league.  

d. Playoff Schedule (Sept) – The IHC will set and publish the playoff schedule 

once registration is closed for the year. In the event that playoffs do not 

include all teams for a given league, any team missing the playoffs will be 

scheduled for two (2) consolation games.  

e. League Rule Review/Recommendations (Sept/Jan) – Twice a year the IHC 

will be available to review concerns with league rules. Concerns must be 

filed with a member of the IHC, who will submit the concern to the IHD to 

have it added to the September or January meeting agenda. League rules will 

not be assessed in March, though concerns may be submitted at that time and 

will be added to the September agenda. The reasons for this are twofold: (1) 

the March meeting will be regarded as the end of the previous committee’s 

term, and thus those committee members will not have the authority to vote 

on recommendations (unless re-elected); (2) the purpose of the March 

meeting is to elect a committee for the following year and is a busy time for 

most league registrants.   

f. Ruling on Player Complaints (as necessary) – Player complaints that 

pertain to league rules will usually be reviewed by the IHC. Note: In the 



event that Briercrest College intervenes in the review process, the IHC may 

be asked for a recommendation but will not have the authority to pass any 

committee decisions. 

  iii. Positions 

a. Committee Chair (one-year term) – The IHC Committee Chair will 

organize and lead meetings and discussions; chair annual, open meetings in 

September and January; and keep other committee members accountable. 

b. Athletics Department Rep (IHD) (indefinite term) – The IHD will 

represent the Briercrest Athletics Department and exercise veto power when 

he or she deems it necessary for the best interest of the Athletics Department, 

Briercrest College and Seminary, Barkman Arena, or student well-being. 

The IHD is responsible to ensure that the IHC maintains the purpose, vision, 

and values of Briercrest College and Seminary. Serving indefinitely, the IHD 

provides continuity from year to year, including logistical support to other 

committee members. The IHD will also chair the open meeting in March so 

there is no conflict of interest if the incumbent Committee Chair wishes to 

let his or her name stand for reelection. 

c. Elite League Coordinator (one-year term) – Represents Elite League teams 

and players as their voice on the committee and forwards committee rulings 

to Elite League captains. 

d. Novice League Coordinator (one-year term) – Represents Novice League 

teams and players as their voice on the committee and forwards committee 

rulings to Novice League captains. 

e. Referee Coordinator (IHI) (one-year term) – The Referee Coordinator will 

always be filled by the IHI and is expected to recruit and train suitable 

referees, host clinics for referees in September and January to review the 

league rules and discuss any changes, and develop a system of accountability 

and discipline for referees to ensure they work assigned games with 

integrity. As a committee member, the Referee Coordinator is a voting party 

on all committee rulings and guarantees student participation (see section 

II.B) on the IHC. 

f. Statistics Coordinator (optional) (one-year term) – Develops a reliable 

system of stats collection and submission to the BCIH website. 

 

III. GAME OFFICIALS 

 A. Referees – Referees will report to the IHI and are responsible for the following: 

  i. League Rule Awareness. Referees shall attend clinics each semester to review 

the league rules and familiarize themselves with any rule changes that have been 

implemented. 

  ii. League Rule Enforcement. Referees are expected to enforce all league rules on 

and off the ice. For example, if referees are aware that a given team has submitted 

an inaccurate roster or has dressed an illegal player with a legal player’s jersey, 

they are to report this infraction to the IHD. Referees are asked to understand that 

the league will pay them reciprocal respect and will assume their supreme 

authority to judge all on-ice activity. 



  iii. Attendance/Punctuality. Referees are expected to work each game assigned to 

them and to find a suitable replacement when unable to work a given game. No-

shows will be disciplined as follows:   

a. First offense – The ref will be fined one game’s pay and will be dropped to 

the lowest pay category for three (3) games. 

b. Second offense – The ref will be fined one game’s pay, will be dropped to 

the lowest pay category for a minimum of five (5) games, and must work a 

complimentary game to be restored to the paid reffing rotation. 

c. Third offense – The ref will meet with the IHD and IHI to determine his or 

her future with the league.  

  iv. Ref Rating. At the end of each game, referees are expected to submit a rating for 

each team on a five-point scale (*/5). 

  v. Ref Pay. Refs will be categorized as Senior, Intermediate, and Junior level with 

the pay rate scaled according to category. Pay rates shall be set annually by the 

IHC and will be assigned to each ref by the IHD on an ongoing basis during 

evaluations throughout the season. 

 B. Scorekeepers – Scorekeepers will report to the IHD and are responsible for the 

following: 

  i. Check Rosters. During warm-up, scorekeepers will compare rosters submitted on 

game day with the official roster on each game sheet. (In the event they cannot 

find an official game sheet, they may consult the official roster kept in the BCIH 

binder(s) in the penalty box.) Scorekeepers will note any additional players who 

are not included on the official roster and submit this information to the IHD. 

  ii. Operate Score Clock. Scorekeepers will run the score clock. The scorekeeper 

will start run a five-minute warm-up period to begin precisely at the start of the 

scheduled ice time, three (3) periods that run twenty (20) minutes each (stop-time 

during the last two (2) minutes of the third period of there is a differential in the 

score of two (2) goals or less), and a one (1)-minute intermission between periods 

(see section VI.B). The scorekeeper will also post the current score and penalty 

times to the score clock. 

  iii. Score Sheets. Scorekeepers will write the following on each provided score sheet: 

their name, scoring and penalty information (esp. in the case of a major penalty) 

in the correct fields, the final score. As noted in section i above, scorekeepers are 

also responsible to cross off any players who are absent and write in any 

additional players who do not appear on the provided score sheet (to be printed by 

ta league official, usually the IHD or IHI). When the game has finished and all 

data have been recorded, the scorekeeper will place the score sheet into the BCIH 

binder kept in the penalty box and will be free to leave.  

  iv. Scorekeeper Pay. Scorekeepers who complete a score sheet will be compensated 

for their time. Pay rates shall be set annually.  

 

IV. LEAGUE FORMAT 

 A. Pre-Season – Teams that have thirteen (13) players who have paid their league fees 

and signed a waiver by the early registration deadline may play up to two (2) pre-

season games. Exceptions may be made for teams based outside of Caronport to pay 



and sign just prior to a pre-season game, but they must make such arrangements with 

the IHD beforehand. Pre-season game times will vary from year to year and will not 

be given priority over any external rentals, school events, or college/high school 

varsity practices. Any teams that do not qualify for the pre-season tournament may not 

appeal the IHD’s decision to exclude them. There will be no exceptions; this ice is a 

bonus service made available to teams who diligently settle their accounts with the 

league in a timely manner. 

 B. Regular Season – Each team will play twenty (20) games. As much as possible, each 

team will play all other teams the same number of times.  

 C. Post-Season/Playoffs – Each team will play a minimum of two (2) additional games, 

which may be playoff or consolation games depending on the year and number of 

registered teams. For example, if there are five registered teams, the top four may 

qualify for a playoff spot. After final rosters have been submitted, the IHD will meet 

with the board of governors to determine playoff format and will then include a 

tentative playoff schedule with the master schedule to be published and circulated in 

early October. Playoff series are typically a best-of-three format. Note: Failure to 

submit an accurate, legal roster sheet will result in the forfeiture of any playoff 

game. This is to ensure fair play during the playoffs, even though sportsmanship 

points are not awarded (see section E.iii.b). 

 D. Novice and Elite – There are two levels of play: (a) novice/recreational and (b) elite. 

There will be no inter-league play, including pre-season and post-season consolation 

games.  

 E. Standings – Season standings will be determined by the following points system:  

  i. Wins are worth two (2) points. 

  ii. Shootout losses are worth one (1) point. 

  iii. Sportsmanship points (one per game) may be accumulated if the ref rating, score 

sheet rating, and penalty rating average 4.5 or higher on a scale of 5.0 (13.5/15).  

a. Ref Rating – The ref will submit a rating (*/5) for each team based on how 

well each team embodied the spirit of the league. The rating should reflect 

the team’s attitude toward officials, opponents, and regard for the league 

rules in general; it should not be based solely on penalties assessed, though 

teams should expect a low ref rating if their conduct on the ice has led to 

several penalties served. 

b. Score Sheet Rating – The IHD will award a rating of 0.0 or 5.0, the former 

when a team submits a roster with any illegal players or fails to submit a 

roster, the latter when a team submits a roster of legal players (see section 

V.C, which states that teams who dress an illegal player will automatically 

forfeit that game but will nevertheless be permitted to play it). Note: In 2013 

this replaced the captain’s rating to ensure that sportsmanship points are 

awarded objectively. Note also: Score sheets will be required before each 

playoff game to ensure that there is no illegal borrowing of players. Any 

such borrowing will result in the forfeiture of the game. If both teams 

submit an illegal score sheet, both will forfeit the game but will be 

permitted to play it. If this happens during the first game of the best-of-

three, there will be one (1) tie-breaker game with all rules in force. If both 



teams submit illegal roster sheets in consecutive games, both will be 

ineligible to advance to the next round or win the Davidson Cup.    

c. Penalty Rating – Each team will start every game with a penalty rating of 

5.0 and will have 0.5 deducted for every assessed penalty. Major penalties 

will result in a penalty rating of 0.0, so players (especially captains) are 

encouraged to keep their teammates accountable. 

 F. Tie-Breaking Procedures 

  i. Games – There will be no tie games during the regular season or playoffs. 

a. Regular Season – All games that are tied at the end of regulation will be 

followed by a three (3) player shootout. If a winner is not decided, one (1) 

player shootout rounds will be played until a winner is decided. The same 

player may not shoot more than once in the three (3) player shootout, but 

may shoot more than once (including consecutively) afterward. Once the 

third period ends, the scorekeeper will post sixty (60) seconds on the score 

clock, during which time the home team captain will choose which team 

shoots first and render his decision to the referee(s). If the home team does 

not choose within the posted time limit, the referee(s) will decide which 

team shoots first. 

b. Playoffs – All games that are tied at the end of regulation will be followed 

by a five (5) minute sudden death overtime period and, if necessary, a three 

(3) player shootout. In the latter case, the above rules (IV.F.i.a) apply. 

  ii. Standings – There will be no ties in rank in the regular season standing (though 

some teams may be tied in total points). Ties in the standings will be decided by 

the following criteria: 

a. Highest Sportsmanship Rating – If still tied, by 

b. Most Wins – If still tied, by 

c. Record in Head-to-Head Meetings – If still tied, by 

d. Fewest Penalty Minutes – If still tied, by 

e. Goals for/against differential – If still tied, by 

f. Most Goals For – If still tied, by 

g. Fewest Goals Against. 

 

V. REGISTRATION 

 A. Privilege, Not a Right – The IHD has the right to decline any player application if a 

player has a known or suspected history of poor conduct in any Briercrest Intramural 

League or other leagues unrelated to Briercrest College and Seminary. In the case of 

team registration, this may require a team to re-submit their form with thirteen (13) 

acceptable registrants. 

 B. Registration Process. In order to become eligible to play BCIH (novice or elite), 

players must read and complete an official registration form/waiver and pay their 

league fees (price set annually).  

  i. Single Registration. Players who register as individuals shall be assigned to the 

team that has the lowest number of registered players in their selected league 

(novice or elite) until all teams have full rosters. In the event that all teams have 



full rosters, a team of single registrants may be created. Players will not have the 

right to switch teams once they have been assigned to one. Single registrants are 

not guaranteed participation in the pre-season tournament since they will not 

necessarily be assigned to a team until all team forms have been submitted. 

  ii. Team Registration. Groups who wish to submit a team registration form will 

select a team captain. The team captain is responsible to ensure that all players 

read and sign the registration form/waiver and pay their league fees. Since all 

communication from the league will be relayed through team captains, teams are 

encouraged to select a captain who demonstrates leadership and administrative 

abilities, as the IHD will not be responsible for any information the team captains 

do not pass on to their team members. Teams who do not have rosters with a 

minimum of thirteen (13) players will not be eligible to play. Teams who have less 

than sixteen (16) players will not have the right to decline any single registrants 

assigned to their team. Note: Each team must have a goalie registered with their 

team. Although it is permissible in extenuating circumstances for goalies to play 

for other teams (pending approval of the opposing team), any teams that do not 

have an eligible goalie on its registration sheet will not be admitted to the 

league.  

 C. Rosters – Teams will have until November 15 to submit final rosters to the IHD. This 

will allow players who are registered with the novice league to play a maximum of 

five (5) games for elite teams to see if they are better suited for the elite league. Once 

the final rosters are determined, elite teams will not be allowed to call-up players 

from the novice league (or vice versa). Borrowing players from within one’s league is 

also prohibited, with the exception of goalies (pending opposing team’s permission). 

Players are expected to commit to a team in either league, pay league fees to cover 

that team’s expenses, and to play exclusively for that team. Teams will automatically 

forfeit any games in which they allow an illegal player to dress with them. After two 

offenses, a third offense will render offending teams ineligible to collect 

sportsmanship points. Note: Because there has been too much leniency in the past 

about admitting teams with less than thirteen (13) players, teams have been 

understandably dependent on call-up players to dress enough bodies for many games. 

It will be assumed going forward that teams will not even face the potential of this 

former challenge because there will no longer be any exceptions made during the 

registration process. This new regulation will ensure that fair play is consistent 

throughout the season and in the playoffs (see section 4.E.iii.b). Please note also that 

any teams affected by roster changes that take effect by November 15 will be given an 

opportunity to add the same number of lost players but may still not use any players 

who are committed to another team in either league. New and replacement players 

may be added until February 1 and will be charged a prorated registration fee.   

 

VI. GAME RULES 

 A. Accountability – All teams must have a leadership team of one (1) captain and two 

(2) assistant captains. These are responsible to ensure that all players exercise self-

control during games, though there are no captain-specific penalties for infractions. If 

a team member is subject to a disciplinary hearing, he or she will be responsible for 

his or her own conduct (including captains, but not by virtue of being captains). 



Nevertheless, captains should understand that they serve an important role, as they are 

responsible to ensure that all players have paid their league fees and signed a waiver, 

to communicate any correspondences from the league to their teams, and to provide 

leadership on/off the ice (see especially sections IV.C and E.iii.b, VI.C.4). It should be 

fairly evident that all infractions affect an entire team in some way, whether 

sportsmanship rating, reduced rosters due to suspensions, eligibility to register, and so 

on. Though captains do not bear sole responsibility for team penalties, they accept 

responsibility for certain administrative duties, such as the submission of proper team 

rosters before each game, where the failure to do so will preclude their team from 

earning a sportsmanship point. Players who are concerned about their leadership team 

are encouraged to register with a different team.   

 B. Format 

  i. Warm-up – A five (5)-minute warm-up period will begin precisely at the start of 

the scheduled ice time. 

  ii. Game Time – Periods will be twenty (20) minutes long, and the last two (2) 

minutes of the third period will be stop time if there is a differential of two (2) 

goals or less in the score.  

  iii. Intermission – There will be an intermission of one (1) minute between periods. 

  iv. Tie-Breaking Procedures (see section IV.F.i) 

 C. Rules 

  i. Standard – BCIH will adapt to the standards of penalty calling in effect in the 

NHL, WHL, and SHA (Saskatchewan Hockey Association). There will be zero 

tolerance on any obstructing or impeding plays. This is to ensure a better flow to 

the games as well as to ensure that skilled players are not unfairly obstructed over 

the course of a game. The same rules will apply to season and playoff games. 

  ii. Penalties – Any act of obstruction, obscenity (action or speech), or aggression 

will result in a penalty. The category/duration of the penalty will be at the 

referee’s discretion. 

a. Minor Penalties – Minor penalties will be assessed for any kind of play that 

obstructs another player, such as interfering (incl. checking) or tripping, even 

when there is no discernible intent to interrupt the flow of the game. The 

referee will raise his hand to alert both teams that he is about to assess a 

penalty, but play will continue until any member of the penalized team gains 

possession of the puck. For a penalty to be classified as a minor infraction, 

the referee must deem that there is no malicious intent or dangerous element 

to the impeding play. Minor penalties will be served for two (2) minutes, 

starting from the subsequent puck drop. Regardless of where the infraction 

occurs on the ice, the faceoff will take place in the defending zone of the 

team that is assessed the minor penalty. Note: In the Novice League, slap 

shots (defined as using a windup above the shooting player’s knees) shall 

result in a minor penalty.   

b. Major Penalties – Major penalties will be assessed in the case of roughing, 

fighting, or any kind of play that could injure another player (whether 

intentionally or not). Major penalties including fighting, boarding, and 

roughing of any kind. Major penalties will be served for five (5) minutes and 



will include an automatic game misconduct, so the penalized team must 

select another player who was on the ice during the infraction to serve the 

penalty. If a team refuses to select a player to serve the penalty, the referee 

shall choose at random one of the players who was on the ice for the incident 

to serve the penalty. If that player refuses to serve the penalty, his or her 

team will automatically forfeit the game, and both the player and/or team 

captains will meet with the league to discuss the incident and any 

disciplinary measures to follow. All players assessed a major penalty will be 

required to meet with the IHD to discuss the league rules before they will 

be eligible to play again. Their teams will forfeit any games in which they 

play until they have fulfilled the above criterion and served any suspension 

decided by the IHC. 

c. Game Misconducts – Players who are assessed three (3) minor penalties in 

one game will immediately receive a game misconduct. However, in such 

cases where the game misconduct is assessed under the present rule, the 

offending player will not be required to meet with the league (but see section 

d below).  

d. Suspension Policy – Any player who receives two game misconducts (in 

accordance with rule VI.C.ii.c) in the same season will be suspended for one 

game and will need to meet with the league. A third game misconduct will 

result in an automatic five (5) game suspension. A fourth game misconduct 

will result in a suspension for one (1) full season. If the fourth misconduct 

occurs after February 1, the player will miss more than a full season because 

he or she will not be permitted to register after that date the following year 

(see section V.C). 

e. Body Contact/Checking – In both leagues, any body checking whatsoever 

will result in a minor penalty. In the Elite League, controlled and passive 

body contact will be permitted, but any contact with the slightest potential to 

injure another player will be penalized. The Novice League, however, shall 

be considered completely non-contact, so no checking (including incidental 

contact) is permitted. Aggressive body contact of any kind is strictly 

forbidden in both leagues, and incidental contact (Elite League) may only be 

used to defend against offensive maneuvers. That is, players may position 

themselves between an opponent and the goal they are defending, and they 

may maintain that position. Players are expected to control themselves at all 

times. While it is understood that there will be some unavoidable collisions, 

any player who demonstrates an inability (such as playing beyond his/her 

skill level) or unwillingness to control his/her behaviour will be penalized. 

f. Unsportsmanlike Conduct – Unsportsmanlike conduct penalties shall be 

assessed in accordance with CHA rule 47. If the referee is unable to identify 

the specific player who committed an infraction, the referee may assess a 

bench minor to the team and select any player who was on the ice for the 

infraction to serve the penalty. Also, the referee has the authority to assess a 

misconduct penalty to any player whose attitude or actions warrant removal 

from the game; this does not need to be preceded by a minor penalty. 

Unsportsmanlike conduct includes (but is not limited to): 



 Challenging or disputing the rulings of an official 

 Use of obscene, profane, or abusive language or gestures 

 Inciting another player into taking a penalty 

 Any verbal taunting 

 Aggressive play 

 An attitude that is incompatible with the philosophy of BCIH 

g. Abuse of Officials – BCIH will enforce a zero tolerance policy regarding 

any abuse, harassment, intimidation, or any kind of aggressive behaviour 

toward its officials. All players must only talk to referees and scorekeepers 

in a positive and constructive manner. Any conduct that deviates from this 

standard is considered abusive and shall be reviewed by the IHC. Any 

physical abuse toward an official will result in an automatic major penalty 

and an immediate suspension from the league and a ban from the Barkman 

Arena for a minimum of one (1) year. Criminal charges may also be laid.  

  iii. Line Calls  

a. Offsides – There is no centre (red) line by which to assess an offside call 

(i.e. there will be no two-line passes called). Offsides will be called when a 

player enters the other team’s defensive zone before the puck. When this is 

called, the defending team will take the puck behind their own net and 

immediately play it ahead by skating or passing. The offending team must 

wait outside the blue line until the puck reaches the neutral zone. If the 

offending team violates this rule, they will be entitled to one verbal warning 

from the referee, and any subsequent violations shall result in a minor 

penalty to be served by the first player to touch the puck. The penalty shall 

be recorded as an incident of unsportsmanlike conduct. Note: During stop 

time, this rule will revert to the standard Hockey Canada faceoff 

procedure.  

b. Icing – Icing shall be assessed in the same way as offsides (see section a 

above). Note: During stop time, this rule will revert to the standard Hockey 

Canada faceoff procedure.  

c. Pucks In/Out of Play – If the puck leaves the ice and strikes the netting 

above the glass but comes back into play, it shall be considered live and play 

shall continue. However, pucks that hit the ceiling or lights and come back 

into play shall be whistled dead. If the puck hits a player in the players bench 

and comes back into play, the play shall be whistled dead and a faceoff will 

result.  

  iv. Eligibility to Play  

a. Six (6) Player Minimum – Each team must dress a minimum of six (6) 

layers for each game. If a team does not have a minimum of six (6) players, 

they will forfeit that game. 

b. Jersey Numbers – All players must wear numbers on their jerseys. Prior to 

the start of each game, team captains must provide the scorekeeper with a 

roster that contains both names and numbers. There may be no duplicate 

numbers on the same team. 



c. Visors Required – As of the 2012/13 season, all players and officials are 

required to wear a visor in order to play for any BCIH league. This rule was 

implemented by Briercrest College following a serious eye injury to a 

player; there shall be no exceptions whatsoever to this rule. Any infraction 

on the part of any player will result in the forfeiture of that game and may 

even lead to the player’s dismissal from the league. The interpretation of this 

rule is not at the discretion of the IHD or the IHC. No appeals will be 

accepted on behalf of players who violate it.  


